OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE GREATER LAFOURCHE PORT COMMISSION

The regular meeting of the Port Commission was held at the domicile
of the Greater Lafourche Port Commission, at Galliano, Louisiana, on
July 17, 1961, at 10:00 o'clock A. M., pursuant to written notice to all
members. President Rappelet presided.

The meeting was called to order by the President. The roll was
called. A quorum of six members was present. Absent were:

Leo J. Theriot
J. A. Egle

Charles Ferris
Dudley Bernard

Three new members, Messrs. Luke Charpentier, Harrison Cheramie,
and Euzebe "Neb" Chouest were introduced to members present.

The first order of business was to read Charles Ferris' letter
of resignation to the Board. His resignation was accepted with regret.

The President then gave a resume' of the amendment to the Port
Authority Law which was adopted by the 1961 fiscal session of the
Legislature. He explained the increase in members of the Bpard from
seven (7) to nine (9), and the change in the expropriation provisions
which restricts the right of the Port Commission in expropriation of
mineral rights.

The Commission then directed the Attorney to submit proposed amend-
ments to the By-Laws to the next regular meeting, which proposed amend-
ments are to incorporate the changes made by the recent amendment to
other Port Authority laws.

The President then reviewed the proposed Federal Government Hurri-
cane Protection Projects and pointed out that a re-alignment of the La-
fourche Jump Project was contemplated tn change the original route from
Golden Meadow to the Gulf so that it would pass in Bayou Lafourche rather
than the original route located west of Bayou Lafourche and which would
have run from Golden Mdadow to the Gulf.

There followed a report by President Rappelet of the meeting with
the U. S. Corps of Engineers concerning the Federal project. The
Board unanimously felt that immediate relief was needed to deepen the
Belle Pass area. In keeping therewith, it was pointed out that the
U. S. Corps of Engineers are re-drafting their plans in order to have
the jetties at Belle Pass one thousand feet (1,000') wide rather than
five hundred feet (500') as originally contemplated in order that the
plans of the Greater Lafourche Port Commission would be followed,
and in order to allow for the thirty-five foot (35') depth and three
hundred fifty foot (350') width contemplated by the Greater Lafourche
Port Commission. It was pointed out that Old Fouchon is open, but
does not have sufficient depth.
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It was further pointed out that if the channel opening at the Gulf
could be deepened, and if certain outlets from Bayou Lafourche to the
Gulf could be closed, a main current from Bayou Lafourche would then be
channeled through Belle Pass and would assist in maintaining a proper

depth.

There then followed a lengthy discussion concerning the means of
financing the initial project of deepening Bayou Lafourche at Belle Pass.
Because of the urgency of the situation, it was decided that it would be
necessary to sell a portion of the bonds which the Port Commission has
authority to sell.

The Bond Attorney, Mr. John Cox, being present at the meeting and
explaining the procedures for the sale of the bonds, was requested to
prepare the necessary papers and documents needed for the Port Com-
mission to sell one-half million dollars worth of bonds and to have
these papers ready for presentation at the next regular board meeting
on August 7, 1961 at 3:00 P. M.

After considerable discussinn concerning the possibility of stopping
other outlets from Bayou Lafourche to the Gulf and the necessity for
plans and specifications for the widening and deepening Belle Pass,
upon motion of Mr. Joseph Defelice, seconded by Mr. Euzebe Chouest, and
unanimously adopted, it was;

ESOLVED, that the Department of Public Works, State of Louisiana
be, and it is hereby requested by the Greater Lafourche Port Commission,
to prepare plans and specifications, an estimation of cost, and a feasi-
bility report concerning the deepening and dredging of Belle Pass and the
damming of outlets from Bayou Lafourche that would result in a more cen-
tralized flow of water through Belle Pass to the Gulf.

The following letter from Senator Long and Congressman Willis was
presented and read to the Board:

'Honorable A. O. Rappelet, Senator
P. 0. Box 217, Galliano, La.

Dear Senator:

You will be interested in the letter we have received
from the Director of Civil Works of the Corps of
Engineers with reference to the Lafourche Project.

We will continue to follow this matter very closely and
look forward to further advice from you from time to time.

With every good wish, we are
Sincerely yours,
/s/ Russel Long, USS
/s/ Edwin E. Willis, MC!






